OFFICIAL JOINT STATEMENT FROM CABL-MB, ACOMI, NAMI, PAC AND ACWS, REGARDING THE
KILLING OF AFOLABI STEPHEN OPASO BY THE WINNIPEG POLICE SERVICE.

Winnipeg, MB - It is with great grief and sorrow that we, the Manitoba’s Chapter of the Canadian
Association of Black Lawyers (CABL-MB), the African Communities of Manitoba Inc. (ACOMI), the
Nigerian Association of Manitoba Inc. (NAMI), the Police Accountability Coalition (PAC) and the
AfriCans in Winnipeg South (ACWS), learnt of the unfortunate and questionable killing of Mr.
Afolabi Stephen Opaso by the Winnipeg Police Service (WPS) on 12/31/2023. We express our
deepest condolences to his family and friends. We are united in our resolve and determination
to assure the family and the entire community members our steadfast commitment to unraveling
the truth behind the incident with the view to demand for justice, and accountability.

Unfortunately, the killing of Mr. Opaso by the WPS further triggered the trauma, fear, and pain
many of us often deal with covertly or overtly as Black people, when encountering the police. The
killing of Mr. Opaso was more so horrific to us all, as we learnt thereafter that it had happened
whilst he was under a mental health crisis. Mental health is not a crime nor accustomed only to
a particular race or other social status. Thus, a call for help to the police should never be a death
sentence for anyone in that situation of vulnerability. Our community and other interest groups
are also questioning the way the police responded to the call, whether the approach was to
deescalate the situation or aggravate it. Furthermore, they are asking whether the police officers
should be the first responders for people undergoing mental health crises. Although the
Independent Investigation Unit of Manitoba (IIU) has taken jurisdiction over the investigation of
the shooting, our community members are first demanding that:

e An impartial, thorough, and timely investigation be conducted by the 1lU; and
e The officers involved be suspended effective immediately until the outcome of the
investigation is known.

They are further still at a loss as to the amount of force deployed at first entrance into the crisis
environment. Thus, we are legitimately demanding answers as to the necessity of the use of force
deployed by the officers involved, with the intention of determining whether an alternative
approach could have resulted in a better outcome instead of the instant death of the already
vulnerable Mr. Opaso. We are therefore questioning the overall suitability of police officers to
answer wellbeing calls of habitants in mental health crises.

We want to unequivocally reaffirm the value, dignity, and sanctity of Mr. Opaso’s life. His life
mattered. Even though he was an International Student from Nigeria reading Economics at the
University of Manitoba, Mr. Opaso was an integral part of our City and our Community at large.
As such, his life was valued and mattered to us all. The tragic killing of Mr. Opaso highlights the
importance for continuing to advocate and demand strong police reform and accountability in
our province and city. It is in moments like this that we must turn the power of protest and dissent
into actionable and tangible legislation. In that spirit, we add our voices to growing calls from our
community members for action to address police violence, anti-black racism, and mistreatment
to other visible minority groups.



Thus, we demand:

Immediate implementation of civilians-led crisis service for specialized trained workers
to be the first responders to non-emergency crisis calls and wellness checks without the
police.

Increase community awareness and funding for the Mobile Crisis Team - an
outreach team that is designed to provide rapid assessment of and stabilization for

individuals in the community who are in crisis.

Immediate implementation of body-worn cameras for police officers for greater
transparency, accountability, and witnessing of police conducts.

Expansion of robust anti-black racism training for Winnipeg Police Officers.

The Manitoba Government engage our community in a substantial review of the Police
Services Act and its regulations.

We commend and thank our community members at large, although experiencing legitimate
anger, frustration, and righteous indignation, for having displayed restraint and leadership in the
face of this tragedy. In the spirit of solidarity, we stand united and in support of the peaceful
candlelight vigil in memory of Mr. Opaso that will take place on the front steps of the Manitoba
Legislative Building at 450 Broadway, on Saturday, January 13, 2024, from 4:30 — 6:30 p.m. The
vigil will be preceded by a march down Broadway, with the procession to begin at 4:30 p.m. at
the intersection of Broadway and Main Street, with the muster point at the Union Station at 123
Main Street by 4:00 p.m.

We echo and second Mr. Opaso’s family’s statement, by inviting everyone who will take part in
the march and vigil to remain calm and peaceful whilst forcefully demanding for justice and
accountability. We strongly believe that violence will not honour Mr. Opaso’s memory.

In solidarity,
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